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By Henry van Dyke (1852-1933) 

"Sometimes short stories are brought together like parcels in a basket. 

Sometimes they grow together like blossoms on a bush. Then, of course, 

they really belong to one another, because they have the same life in them. 

...There is such a thought in this book. It is the idea of the search for inward 

happiness, which all men who are really alive are following, along what 

various paths, and with what different fortunes! Glimpses of this idea, traces 

of this search, I thought that I could see in certain tales that were in my 

mind,—tales of times old and new, of lands near and far away. So I tried to 

tell them, as best as I could, hoping that other men, being also seekers, 

might find some meaning in them" (Summary by from the preface)  

Total running time: 05:38:32. Read by geoffbl, Maria Kasper, Marie 

Hoffman, Haili, Loveday, Tom Merritt, gloriousjob, & Lynne Thompson. 

Book & Meta Coordinator: Phil Chenevert. Proof Listener: ElleyKat. 

 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 

without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  

Cover image is the cover of the edition published by The Copp Clark Co., Limited (1916). 

Copyright expired in US, Canada, EU, and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. 

Cover design by Janette Brown. This design is in the public domain.  

T
h

e B
lu

e F
lo

w
er 

H
en

ry
 v

a
n

 D
y
k

e
 

 


